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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 10, 2011

Central CA Chapter PRSA recognizes local and regional public relations efforts


The Central California Chapter of Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) recently presented its annual Central California Image Awards, recognizing works of distinction in the practice of public relations and communications by Central Valley professionals. Multiple awards were presented in 13 project and program areas of public relations, communications and outreach for work conducted in 2010.


In addition, special individual awards were presented to Janet Stoll-Lee, APR, of Fresno, as Public Relations Professional of the Year and to Selena Ingram, of Bakersfield, as  Public Relations Rookie of the Year. Stoll-Lee is the public information officer for the City of Clovis Police Department. Ingram is a member of the California Public Affairs team for State Farm Insurance in Bakersfield. 

PROJECT AWARDS: These awards are presented to a single work of public relations.

Article for Trade Publication/Magazine: Award of Excellence Trophy, State Farm Insurance, Bakersfield, for its “Michael Wang’s Leadership Message” entry submitted by Linda Griess

Brochure: Award of Merit, California State University, Fresno, for its “Fresno State Viewbook” submitted by Todd Graves

Electronic Publication: Three-way tie Award of Excellence Trophy, State Farm Insurance, Bakersfield, for its “Top Story/CNN” entry submitted by Linda Griess; California State University, Fresno for its “Leadership Link” entry submitted by Shirley Armbruster and Kevin Meideros;  and California State University, Fresno for its “A Holiday Message from Fresno State” entry submitted by Peter Robertson

Magazine: A two-way tie for Award of Excellence Trophy, California State University, Fresno for its “Cultivating Agriculture for 100 Years” submitted by Lanny Larson; and California State University, Fresno for its “A Century of Excellence” entry submitted by Lanny Larson

Newsletter: Award of Merit, State Farm Insurance, Bakersfield, for its “Retiree Virtual Newsletter” submitted by Michelle Conner

Poster: Award of Excellence Trophy, Clovis Police Department for its “C.O.P.S. Central Cal Run/Walk” entry submitted by Janet Stoll-Lee, APR

Speech: Award of Merit, Adventist Health/Central Valley Network for its “Employee and Volunteer Dedication Speech” entry submitted by Malissa Rose; A three-way tie for Award of Excellence Trophy, California State University, Fresno for its “Time Travel – Exploring Fresno State’s First 100 Years” entry submitted by Shirley Armbruster; California State University, Fresno for its “Celebrating Our Successes Even as We Tackle Challenges” entry submitted by Shirley Armbruster;  and State Farm Insurance, Bakersfield, for its “Bruce Johnson STAND UP” entry submitted by Linda Griess

Video: Award of Excellence Trophy, California State University, Fresno for its “Back to Our Future” entry submitted by Randy Haar

Website: Award of Merit, California State University, Fresno for its “Centennial Website” entry submitted by Kevin Medeiros; A three-way tie for Award of Excellence: Trophy: Verdin Marketing, San Luis Obispo, for its “WineCoastCountry.com” entry submitted by Mary Verdin; Reading and Beyond, Fresno, for its “Reading and Beyond Website” entry submitted by Lynn Harrod; and State Farm Insurance, Bakersfield, for its “Human Resources Mobility Site” entry submitted by Chris Myers

PROGRAM AWARDS: These awards are presented in recognition of a complete public relations program, rather than a single element.

Campaign of the Year: Two-way tie Award of Excellence Trophy, Verdin Marketing – American Perspective Bank, San Luis Obispo, for its “American Perspective Bank Re-Branding Campaign” entry submitted by Mary Verdin;  and JP Marketing – I Bike Fresno, Fresno, for its “I Bike Fresno 2010 Campaign” entry submitted by Jane Quebe

Community Service: Award of Merit, Cohen Communications – the Big Fresno Fair, Fresno, for its “The Big Fresno Fair ‘Pint for a Pass’ Blood Drive” entry submitted by Debra Nalchajian-Cohen

Public Affairs: Award of Merit,  State Farm Insurance, Bakersfield, for its “Legislative Partnership Program” entry submitted by Camille Garcia and the Legislative Partners Committee

Social Media Campaign: Award of Merit, Cohen Communications – the Big Fresno Fair, Fresno, for its “The Big Fresno Fair Local Performer Contest” entry submitted by Cohen Communications; Two-way tie for Award of Excellence Trophy, Verdin Marketing – City of San Luis Obispo, for its “Shop SLO, Dine SLO Social Media Campaign” entry

submitted by Mary Verdin; and California State University, Fresno for its “Social Media at Fresno State” entry submitted by Katie Johnson

Special Event – Budget over $5,000: Award of Merit, Adventist Health/Central Valley Network for its “Grand Opening Celebration” entry submitted by Malissa Rose

Special Event – Budget under $5,000: Award of Excellence Trophy, Clovis Unified School District for its “Energy Academy Grand Opening” entry submitted by Kelly Avants


Entries were judged by professionals from the PRSA Mid-Western District, a sister chapter in Tulsa, Oklahoma. At the same time this spring, Central California Chapter members judged more than 60 entries for the Silver Link Awards for the PRSA Tulsa Chapter. 


Sponsors of the 2011 Image Awards include State Farm Insurance as the Presenting Sponsor, and Community Medical Centers, Judy Ganulin & Associates, Hudson Farms, HundredTen Design, Principal Financial Group, Pacific Printing and Print Shack as Bronze Sponsors. 


The Central California Chapter of the PRSA serves the counties of Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, Mariposa, Merced and Tulare, as well as individual practitioners in the counties of Stanislaus, San Luis Obispo, and Santa Cruz. The chapter is governed by a volunteer, elected, board of directors representing diverse communities and public relations practice. Central California Chapter is part of the PRSA North Pacific District. 
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